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DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Rejections - 35 USC §112 

1. The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 112: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly 
claiming the subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 

2. Claims 1-4 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, second paragraph, as being 
indefinite for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter which 
applicant regards as the invention. 

3. Regarding claim 1 , the phrase "and the like" renders the claim(s) indefinite 
because the claim(s) include(s) elements not actually disclosed (those encompassed by 
"and the like"), thereby rendering the scope of the claim(s) unascertainable. See MPEP 
§ 2173.05(d). 

Additionally, some of the limitations of Claim 1 are awkwardly worded. For 
example, in lines 3-4, it appears that Applicant intends to claim a cigarette paper having 
a glued strip along the "width", as opposed to the "length". Also, in lines 9-1 1 , it appears 
that the wording should be as follows: " - said stiff paper tipping being attached to said 
cigarette paper along its length and resulting,, upon rolling the cigarette, [forms] in a 
cigarette extender portion; - 

4. In claim 4, the claim recitation is unclear. It appears that Applicant intends to 
recite "the stiff tipping paper is applied to the cigarette paper [stiff tipping paper] by a 
non-harmful adhesive. - 
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Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

5. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

6. Claims 1 and 3 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by 
George (US. Pat. No. 5,657,773). 

George discloses all that is recited in the claims, since George teaches cigarette 
paper 12, with a glue strip 16 along one side of the paper; smoking material; and a 
rolling strip 22 (corresponding to the claimed "a strip of stiff paper tipping"), which is 
positioned such that it has a length coextensive/overlaps with the length of the cigarette 
paper - along at least a portion of the cigarette paper's length (see entire document and 
figures and especially, col. 6, lines 60-63)- where upon completion of the production of 
a rolled cigarette with tobacco, the rolling strip 22 acts as a filter to minimize or eliminate 
the passage of smoking material into the smoker's mouth, and also serves to insulate 
the smokers lips and fingers from the combustible tobacco material during smoking. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

7. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 
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8. Claims 1-4 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
George (US. Pat. No. 5,657,773). 

Regarding claim 2, while George may not specifically state that the rolling strip 
22 has a dimension of 1/8 of an inch, it would have been obvious to one having ordinary 
skill in the art at the time of the invention to have arrived at the size, after routine 
experimentation, in order to achieve favorable size in order to accomplish its function of 
serving as a barrier to the smoker's lips and the burning smoking material. 

Regarding claim 4, it would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the 
art at the time of the invention to have applied the rolling strip to the cigarette wrapper 
by a non-harmful adhesive since non-toxic glue is a common paste, and such is 
conventionally used to adhere two pieces of paper together. 

Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Dionne Walls Mayes whose telephone number is (571) 

272- 1 195. The examiner can normally be reached on Mon-Fri, 7AM - 4:30PM. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Steven P. Griffin can be reached on (571 ) 272-1 189. The fax phone 
number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571- 

273- 8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free)( ^ \ t J\a 
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